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/9.1/10.0.Emergency management of
tracheal injury. From 1975 to 1989 a total
of 169 tracheal injuries were treated by
airway surgery in cases of foreign body

inhalation. Careful preoperative
preparation with rigid bronchoscopy
established precise diagnosis in 130

patients (77%), but could not identify the
trachea in 39 patients (23%). In cases in
which hypoventilation occurred during
surgery, survival was 30% (21/72) in

patients with massive lung injury. In 129
patients (79%) injury was confirmed at
operation, intraoperative preparation

revealed that inhalation had occurred at a
distance from the stenosis in 54 cases
(38%). It was impossible to detect a

tracheal stenosis in an 11-year-old boy
with foreign body inhalation, but despite
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this operation and followup were
successful in 29 patients (67%). Seventy-

one patients (44%) were successfully
treated conservatively. This study

confirmed that treatment of tracheal
injury should not be conservative, but

that endoscopic fiberoptic bronchoscopy
is the method of choice for primary

diagnosis and preparation for surgery in
cases of foreign body inhalation.

Operation may be avoided in cases in
which hypoventilation with or without
hypoxia develops during surgery. An
11-year-old boy with tracheal injury is

presented as an example of conservative
treatment in an 11-year
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