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the first day of the india today conclave on
mantras of success kicked off with the
release of a world-exclusive interview with
a. p. j. abdul kalam, the first president of
india, by editor-in-chief, samir jain. dr.
kalam is perhaps the only 'champion' of the
indian dream, in which we have been told
to believe, and the person who has inspired
us to reach for it. kalam is the most famous
scientist of india, has the highest number
of space medals, was the first indian to
take to the international space station and
has written two books and two
autobiographies. he is perhaps best known
as the "father of india's missile
programme" and as a living, breathing
testament to india's engineering talent and
its potential to realize the indian dream.
the interview, shot in his home in
bangalore, was conducted in a 15-minute
window between his morning and evening
prayers. he spoke about his childhood,
which was shaped by his father, his
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childhood friends who were poor, and his
country's politics and economy. kalam said
he never allowed his father's political
leanings to cloud his vision of india's
future. he then spoke about his extensive
reading, his love of books and his passion
for astronomy. he said he was inspired by
the discovery of the solar system, which he
watched unfold on television. he became
fascinated by the study of stars and the
possibility of extraterrestrial life, and thus,
he became an "astronomer" who would
later serve as the president of india. aroon
purie delivered the keynote address on the
second day of the summit on mantras of
success. he opened his speech with a story
about his travels to the us with his wife,
when they had been asked to go back to
india to visit a friend. they said they would
be happy to do so, if someone would go to
india to visit them. he concluded his
address by saying that the india of the
future would be an india of a few who
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would be doing their best to make a better
india for the many. it was a sign of
strength, not weakness, he said, that the
world, including the west, was turning to
india. but, he added, even a nation of 1.2
billion should not make the mistake of
thinking that it is a large economy. we
have to keep our eye on the ball, he said,
and focus on our strengths.
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the next morning, the prime minister of
india, manmohan singh, came to the stage,
accompanied by a video montage of clips
from chak de india, which is based on his
journey, from an iit-roorkee alumnus to

prime minister. the audience clapped and
cheered when the leaders of india's next-

generation institutions entered the
auditorium. the video showed the indian

institute of management-ahmedabad (iim-
a) graduates - manish sabharwal

(academic director of google india and iit
bombay alum), rohit bansal (google india)
and ravi venkatesan (santanu bose india
foundation) - in a helicopter flying over

mumbai. as the video showed the dreary
slums that form india's financial capital,
the audience broke into applause. indian
institute of technology professor ramesh

raskar, whose book on sarkar, the father of
the country, was launched at the same
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function, said in the context of the
country's demographic dividend, there
were two jobs: "one is to make india a
superpower. the second is to educate

people." it is a myth, says khan, that india
has no heroes. while a sea of young people
line up to stare at the indian team, there

are others too, young men with quiet eyes.
kalyan singh, a self-styled "self-taught"
hockey coach, has a kind word for the

team, whom he credits with developing a
team spirit. they've become a family, he
says. then, he takes a call from his wife,

reminding him of an errand. as the boys go
back to their table, a woman approaches

khan, whose team have just lost a match to
pakistan. "you could have won, you could
have won," she tells him. "if only you had
won, pakistan would have lost. is that not

true?" 5ec8ef588b
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